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GETS THINGS DONE!
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Madam Speaker,

I noted yesterday in a statement to this Honourable House that the Government Caucus became concerned last week when we learned that the property next to Smith Barcadere was to be developed. We certainly appreciated that the developer was on record as saying it intended to minimise the development’s impact on the public’s enjoyment of Smith Barcadere. However, it was our view that the presence of any development on this property would forever change the Smith Barcadere experience.
 

Of equal importance to this Government is that we seek a balance between the necessity of economic development on the one hand, and an appreciation on the other for maintaining our remaining important environmental, historic, and cultural sites.
 

Smith Barcadere is one such site and has been for several generations.
 

And Smith Barcadere is one place where people from all walks of life visit – Caymanians and visitors alike – enjoy the beach and the sea and the jumping rocks just as generations of Caymanians before have done. And it is one of the most popular wedding sites in these Islands. This is a place shared and enjoyed by so many that it seems to prove that, as Shakespeare noted, “One touch of nature makes the whole world kin”.
 

And so I announced yesterday that Government was determined to discuss with its owners the possible acquisition of the property next to Smith Barcadere. Indeed, I advised this House that the Minister for Planning, Lands, Agriculture, and Infrastructure had been speaking with the owners and that his efforts were bearing fruit.
 

I am therefore pleased today to confirm that Government has indeed reached agreement in principle with Bronte Development Limited to purchase the property adjoining Smith Barcadere for a price that will not exceed the cost that the developer has incurred in the purchase of the property and the costs incurred in the planned development. It should be noted that Lands and Survey will vet the proposed costs to ensure accuracy and value for money.
 

Government will seek to fund the purchase, and appropriate development, of the property through the Environmental Protection Fund and will bring a motion to this Honorable House to accomplish this task. I hope we will be able to rely on the votes of all members of the House so that the Country will see us all joining together in a unanimous yes vote to secure this property for public use in perpetuity.
 

I was heartened to see news reports that the National Trust of the Cayman Islands supports Government’s efforts to purchase the property next to Smith Barcadere. I was also happy to hear that the National Trust intends to nominate Smith Barcadere to its Heritage Register in recognition of that property’s significance to our history, culture and people.
 

Madam Speaker, I expect that once complete we will have an improved Smith Barcadere public park and beach of which this Country can be even more proud and that will form yet another part of the George Town Revitalisation plan.
 

And I want to put on record Madam Speaker this Government’s thanks to Bronte Development for agreeing to forgo its plans and to sell the property to Government so that all Caymanians, residents, visitors and future generations will enjoy an enlarged and improved Smith Barcadere.
 

Another part of the George Town Revitalisation plan that is moving ahead is the South Sound Seaside Park that I announced a year or so ago. Work on this has already begun and the park will be completed by the end of the year.
 

Once done, the park will provide the public with ensured access and enjoyment to a pristine section of South Sound beach for decades to come. It will also include a boardwalk on the beach side that can be used by walkers and joggers in a safer manner than now exists along this popular section of beach and roadway.
 

So Madam Speaker, as the public has heard me and members of this Government say many times - we are a Government that gets things done! Whether acquiring the Bronte property for the benefit of our people, or creating a seaside park in South Sound, or improving our airports and roads; all done while shepherding through the many dozens of laws passed in this legislature during our tenure.
 

Our detractors may wish to paint a different picture but the facts are that this Government has accomplished much. And whilst we have more work to get done, I am proud of what we have accomplished to date.
 

And I am certainly proud that we can now add the acquisition and future enhancements of this property at Smith Barcadere as one of our achievements.
 

Thank you Madam Speaker.




