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Parcel Loc:

13E165  "Old" Pageant  Poor  Overgrown/Blocked by restaurant equipment 11 1

13E120  Poinsettia Condos Good  Through driveway/parking lot/Paved 1 1 1

138103 Grapetree Condo Far  Manicured veg fPrivate Property Signs on property/ 4' 1 1 1
George Town Manicured Veg./Private Property signs. The Access is

13815 Villas Fair  partially blocked by vegetation and building scaffolding 11 1

138206 Grand View Poor  South access well maintained 11 1

138206 Grand View Fair  North access dificult to lacatefimpeded 11 1
Treasure Island

138125 Condo Poor  Condos/ No Path 11 1

138142 Plantation Village Good  Between Condos/Paved way 1 1 1
Seven Mile Beach

138102 ResortfTamarind Good 20 f wide access wf pavers/ Well maintained and used 11 1
Comfort Gravelled Path/Not clearly defined Veg. & light fitures in

136 1931194 Suites/Turtle  Poor  the way 11 1

1382 Marriott Hotel  Poor O southern boundary blocked w pool equiprrt fnot signed/ 1 1 1

1382 Marriott Hotel  Poor  Northem 11 1

136 1 Regal Beach Club Fair  Well defined path/needs maintenance 11 1

12677 Laguna DelMar Fair 1 1 1
Cayrman Reef Overgrown veg /Boats in pathipath 27Btwn fence and tennis

12E53  Resot Poor  court 1 1

12E84  RoyalPalms  Poor  Obstructed with fence and other structures 11 1

12E45()  Coral Caymanian Good 2 visible beach access signsfclear path 1 1 1

Sorme Blackage by Veg /Clearly defined/maintenance/stairs
12E91  The Soversign  Far  provided 11 1

Registrar of Lands states that an easement cannot be
registered, but there can be a ROW by simple deed
Action not followed up. Space has been provided for the

12663 MR Access but it is blocked by vegetation 1 11
12654 Lacovia Poor  Entrance goes thorough garbage facility/meed improverent | 1 1 1
12027 Hyatt Hotel Poor  Access blocked by storage area. 1 11

The access on the Norther boundary is partially blocked at
the road side by vegetation. Space has been reserved for

12026 Colonial Club  Poor the Access 1 11
120204 Casa Caribe Poor 2" crowded by veg /Car Overhang into path 1 11
120340 Coral Stone Club Fair  Big Tree in pathy Clear path from beach 1 11
120340 Coral Stone Club Fair  Big Tree in pathy Clear path from beach 1 11
Ritz Carlton
1211 Hotel_South Poor  Acces not provided 1 11
Ritz Carlton
1211 Hotel_North Poor  Acces not provided 1 11
Unkept/ Bikes and Equipment in pathy Private property
11D45  Westin Hotel  Far signs on beach 1 11
1103 Government HouseFair  POS zoningfno designated parking/no sanitary faciliies 1
11D31  ThePinnacle  Far  Access is partially paved on notther side 11 1
11D31  ThePinnacle  Far  Access is partially paved on southern side 11 1
11034 Plantana Fair  Access on southern side is partially paved 11 1
11D21  The Great House Poor  Access blocked 11 1
11876 The Avalon-South Fair  Southem access blocked 1 1 1
11876 The Avalon-North Poor  Northern access used frequently and signed 11 1
POS zoned/Organised parking/sanitary facilties/palyground
1188 Public Beach  Good  equip./ 1
11883 Holiday Inn Poor  Access registered but not built 11 1
Approved 1 Mar. 200012 . on approved plans on southem
11861 The Beach House boundary but not registered yet i 1 1
12 1. on approved plans on Southern boundary but not
10E54  Crown Jewel registered yet i 1 1
5012 Private ROW private parcel w/ public sign/public uses the ROW 1 1
50 11 MR ROW not required i 1 1
50 13 Discovery Point  Fair  Clear path to beach/Clean easy access 1 1 1
West Bay
5C124  Cemetery Good  Clear path to beach/Clean easy access 1 1

TOTAL 14 26 27 13 27 13
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Introduction-
Seven-Mile Beach is located on the western side of Grand Cayman, between the districts of George Town, to the south, and the district of West Bay, to the north. The study area is from the "old" Pageant Beach site in George Town to the West Bay Cemetery in West Bay. This includes Block numbers 5C, 5D, 10E, 11B 11D, 12C, 12E, 13B, and 13E.

Seven-Mile Beach is world renowned for its crystal clear waters and white sandy beaches. Due to these outstanding physical attributes, it has become a highly sought after location for hotel, and apartment development. As a result, the traditional opportunities for public access to Seven Mile Beach have been diminished over the years as development has increased. Anticipating this, the Development and Planning Regulations (1977) specifically required that Public Rights-of-Way be provided at sites with a frontage greater than 200 feet. The area is zoned Hotel/Tourist in the 1997 Development Plan (Revised 1997).  

Purpose-

The survey was conducted to update the inventory of public Rights-of-Way (R.O.W) and/or beach access points along Seven Mile Beach (7MB).  Access to the sea is guaranteed pursuant to The Development and Planning Regulations (1998 Revision) which reads as follows:

“In Hotel/Tourism zones, the Authority, when granting planning 

permission in relation to land which has a shoreline of two 

hundred feet or more in a development other than private single 

dwelling units, shall require the owner to set aside and dedicate 

to the public a Right-of-Way of not less than six feet in width from 

the public road to the sea. Such Right-of-Way may be within the 

area set aside for setbacks under these regulations.”

To determine if Regulation 27 had been complied with, where required, and the physical condition of the R.O.W, the following criteria were used:

1. The number and location of rights-of-way;

2. Their physical condition;

3. The presence /absence of signage;

4. Evidence of use by the public.

The study also contributes to objective # 5 for the Department's 2000 Development Plan.

 Methodology-

Baseline data were obtained from the 1993 report on R.O.W along Seven-Mile Beach as individual development application files. Maps were then created using the geographically based computer program, ArcView to show the location of public R.O.W, to the beach (See Map#1). The next step was to determine if the Land Registry information conformed to physical conditions. Finally, each identified site was inspected to determine how it complied with criteria 2-4, above.

[image: image52.png]Registered Pul

Con

Parcel Loc:

13E165  "Old" Pageant  Poor  Overgrown/Blocked by restaurant equipment 11 1

13E120  Poinsettia Condos Good  Through driveway/parking lot/Paved 1 1 1

138103 Grapetree Condo Far  Manicured veg fPrivate Property Signs on property/ 4' 1 1 1
George Town Manicured Veg./Private Property signs. The Access is

13815 Villas Fair  partially blocked by vegetation and building scaffolding 11 1

138206 Grand View Poor  South access well maintained 11 1

138206 Grand View Fair  North access dificult to lacatefimpeded 11 1
Treasure Island

138125 Condo Poor  Condos/ No Path 11 1

138142 Plantation Village Good  Between Condos/Paved way 1 1 1
Seven Mile Beach

138102 ResortfTamarind Good 20 f wide access wf pavers/ Well maintained and used 11 1
Comfort Gravelled Path/Not clearly defined Veg. & light fitures in

136 1931194 Suites/Turtle  Poor  the way 11 1

1382 Marriott Hotel  Poor O southern boundary blocked w pool equiprrt fnot signed/ 1 1 1

1382 Marriott Hotel  Poor  Northem 11 1

136 1 Regal Beach Club Fair  Well defined path/needs maintenance 11 1

12677 Laguna DelMar Fair 1 1 1
Cayrman Reef Overgrown veg /Boats in pathipath 27Btwn fence and tennis

12E53  Resot Poor  court 1 1

12E84  RoyalPalms  Poor  Obstructed with fence and other structures 11 1

12E45()  Coral Caymanian Good 2 visible beach access signsfclear path 1 1 1

Sorme Blackage by Veg /Clearly defined/maintenance/stairs
12E91  The Soversign  Far  provided 11 1

Registrar of Lands states that an easement cannot be
registered, but there can be a ROW by simple deed
Action not followed up. Space has been provided for the

12663 MR Access but it is blocked by vegetation 1 11
12654 Lacovia Poor  Entrance goes thorough garbage facility/meed improverent | 1 1 1
12027 Hyatt Hotel Poor  Access blocked by storage area. 1 11

The access on the Norther boundary is partially blocked at
the road side by vegetation. Space has been reserved for

12026 Colonial Club  Poor the Access 1 11
120204 Casa Caribe Poor 2" crowded by veg /Car Overhang into path 1 11
120340 Coral Stone Club Fair  Big Tree in pathy Clear path from beach 1 11
120340 Coral Stone Club Fair  Big Tree in pathy Clear path from beach 1 11
Ritz Carlton
1211 Hotel_South Poor  Acces not provided 1 11
Ritz Carlton
1211 Hotel_North Poor  Acces not provided 1 11
Unkept/ Bikes and Equipment in pathy Private property
11D45  Westin Hotel  Far signs on beach 1 11
1103 Government HouseFair  POS zoningfno designated parking/no sanitary faciliies 1
11D31  ThePinnacle  Far  Access is partially paved on notther side 11 1
11D31  ThePinnacle  Far  Access is partially paved on southern side 11 1
11034 Plantana Fair  Access on southern side is partially paved 11 1
11D21  The Great House Poor  Access blocked 11 1
11876 The Avalon-South Fair  Southem access blocked 1 1 1
11876 The Avalon-North Poor  Northern access used frequently and signed 11 1
POS zoned/Organised parking/sanitary facilties/palyground
1188 Public Beach  Good  equip./ 1
11883 Holiday Inn Poor  Access registered but not built 11 1
Approved 1 Mar. 200012 . on approved plans on southem
11861 The Beach House boundary but not registered yet i 1 1
12 1. on approved plans on Southern boundary but not
10E54  Crown Jewel registered yet i 1 1
5012 Private ROW private parcel w/ public sign/public uses the ROW 1 1
50 11 MR ROW not required i 1 1
50 13 Discovery Point  Fair  Clear path to beach/Clean easy access 1 1 1
West Bay
5C124  Cemetery Good  Clear path to beach/Clean easy access 1 1

TOTAL 14 26 27 13 27 13





Results-

Site1: "Old" Pageant Beach 13E 165:

An access point exists on the southern property boundary extending from the sidewalk, and terminating at the beach. Part of the R.O.W. (next to the Wharf Restaurant) is blocked by restaurant equipment. A CUC pole and guide-wire is also in part of the R.O.W. There was no signage present at this R.O.W. There is no evidence of public use.
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Photo #1:  View from the road 
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Photo #2: Restaurant Equipment blocking access

Site 2: Poinsettia Condos 13E 120:

A paved access point is provided along the northern boundary of the parcel through the driveway and parking lot. Government erected signage is provided and visible at this location. A “Private Property” sign is sometimes erected next to the “Public Access” sign. It is difficult to determine the frequency of use from the paved surfacing.
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Photo #3: View through Parking Lot
 Photo #4: View at beach 

Site 3: Grapetree Condo 13B 103:

An beach access is provided through the property, and is partially obstructed with manicured vegetation. Government erected signage is provided at the entrance, but private property signs have been placed along the R.O.W. 
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Photo # 5: View through Parking Lot

 Photo # 6: View from Beach 
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Photo # 7: Private Property Sign Grapetree Beach Access
Site 4: George Town Villas 13B 15:
The beach access is on the northern but there is no sign and the tennis court and other structures inhibit access. There are also ‘no trespassing’ signs on the beach. [image: image8.jpg]



Photo # 8: Beach access inhibited by tennis court and other structures

Site 5: Grand View 13B 206:

The beach accesses on this property are not noticeable from West bay Road due to the property being located behind the Treasure Island Resort. At the time of site inspection construction debris and storage from the Treasure Island Condominium hampered access to the northern R.O.W. A pipe running across the middle of the R.O.W also impedes the access. No signage was visible.  The access point on the southern boundary is well maintained and provides a clear path to the sea. As with the northern access point no signage was visible, and showed no signs of usage. 
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Photo # 9: Northern access blocked by construction debris
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Photo # 10: Southern Access 

Site 6: Treasure Island Condo (13B 125) & Treasure Island Resort (13 B 124 Rem1):

The beach access extends through landscaping at the eastern boundary of Treasure Island Resort and through the parking lot, terminating at the eastern boundary of the Treasure Island Condos. The entrance to the access showed signs of use, as the grass had been tramped numerous times, but this was probably from staff and guests. A wooden fence, approximately 6-ft. high, blocks the ROW to the beach at this point. The beach access is not signed. 

[image: image11.jpg]



Photo # 11: Cut in landscaping where access should be located. 
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Photo # 12: Access path is blocked by a wooden fence

Site # 7: Plantation Village 13B 142:

A clear paved path is provided at this location, and is clearly marked by beach access sign. Ideal conditions exist for use.
[image: image13.jpg]



Photo # 13 Paved beach access

Site # 8: Seven Mile Beach Resort (13B 102) & Tamarind Bay 13B &143:

The beach access for these two parcels is along the northern boundary of Tamarind Bay. The path is clear and easily accessible, but lacks signage.
[image: image14.jpg]



Photo # 14: Excellent access to the beach

Site # 9: Comfort Suites 13B 194 & Turtle Beach 13B 193:

Comfort Suites occupy the parcel to the east of Turtle Beach property. Both properties are therefore encumbered with the public access from West Bay Road. On the Comfort Suite property a gravel path is provided, but is partially blocked by light fixtures and vegetation. It is not clearly defined and lacks signage. The access continues onto the Turtle Beach property via an opening in the fence on Comfort Suites’ western boundary. Once onto the Turtle Beach property a Cable & Wireless structure partially impedes access. Access then continues thorough a cut in the hedge, the parking lot and finally through a gated fence, which at the time of inspection was unlocked. 

[image: image15.jpg]



Photo # 15: Access partially blocked by vegetation and light fixtures
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Photo # 16: Clear access onto Turtle Beach property through hedge

Site # 10: Marriott Hotel- 13B-2:

Access is on the northern and southern sides of the property. On the southern boundary the R.O.W is along a paved walkway, and is blocked by a Pool house, pump equipment, and beach chair storage. This requires those using the access to walk through the pool area, pavers have been provided for this purpose, and down a flight of stairs to the beach. There are no signs and on the North the access traverses the parking lot and onto grass-crete surface.
Site #11: Regal Beach 13B 1

A well-defined and paved path on the southern boundary has been provided. There is no visible signage. This path presents ideal conditions for use.
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Photo # 17: Clear  paved R.O.W.

Site#12: Laguna Del Mar 12E 77

A well-defined path is provided, but is in need of maintenance due to the surrounding vegetation. A visible Government erected sign is provided at this site. The absence of grass cover on the path indicates usage of the beach access.
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Photo # 18: Clear path in need of maintenance

Site # 13: Cayman Reef Resort 12E 53:

Access path is approximately 2 feet wide for the width of the tennis court. It is partially blocked by overgrown vegetation and is in poor condition. Access continues through the parking lot where it meets the six-foot requirement. The path is not a clear one, but access along this boundary is possible. No signage is present at this site. 
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Photo # 19: View from Road 
Photo # 20: Access Continues Through Parking Lot

Site# 14: Royal Palms 12E 84:
The access is along the northern boundary is via a cut in the low wall on the roadside. Once across the front lawn and parking lot, large garbage containers, and a fence block the beach access. Access to the beach is generally through the “bar area”. There is no signage.
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Photo # 21: View to the road.  
Photo # 22: Access blocked by fence.

Site # 15: Coral Caymanian 12E 44-45(a-f):

A clear access path is provided with two visible beach access signs, with one at the entrance and the other just short of the beach. A private NO BLOCKING BEACH ACCESS WAY sign. An area of concern is a private property sign on the northern boundary of the beach access.
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Photo # 23: Clear Access Path 
Photo # 24: Continuation of Access

Site # 16: The Sovereign 12E 91:

Access is provided on the southern boundary of the property, but there is some blockage due to vegetation. Stairs are provided because of the change in elevation. Path requires general maintenance. No signage is provided and there was no evidence of frequent usage. 
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Photo #25: Access requires maintenance.

Site # 17: Cayman Club 12E 63

The development was granted planning permission in March 1989.  Provision was made for a six ROW along the northern boundary.  The Registrar of Lands advised the Director of Planning that an easement could not be granted in favour of the ‘general public’ but a ROW could be allowed by deed to “The Governor of the Cayman Islands”.  Government would then be liable for maintenance and general upkeep of the ROW. The ROW has not been registered and the route is overgrown/landscaped. 
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Photo #26: Access blocked by vegetation.

Site # 18: Lacovia 12E 54:

Entrance to the access is approximately 2 feet wide and is impeded by overgrown hedging and a trailer. The solid waste storage area (underground bins) adjoins West Bay Road and is a visual deterrent to users. There is a beach access sign indicating the entrance to the access. 
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Photo # 27: Access thorough solid waste storage 
Photo # 28: View of access blocked by trailer.

Site # 19: Hyatt  12C 27

Originally developed in 1986, and having a width greater than 200 feet, a ROW was not required.  Planning permission was granted for a hotel on 13 December 1996 and the approved site plan shows a 6-ft. wide ROW on the southern boundary. The difference in elevation and planter walls inhibits easy walking. [image: image29.jpg]
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Photo # 29: Access blocked by vegetation 
 Photo #30: Vegetation continues to block ROW
Site # 20: Colonial Club 12C 26:

The development was approved 30 November 1983 with a six ft. ROW along the northern boundary.  The ROW is registered but its location is not signed. There is no evidence of use by the public.

[image: image31.jpg]



Photo #31: Vegetation blocks ROW at Road’s edge
Site # 21: Casa Caribe 12C 204:

The access originates through an opening in the wall and continues through the parking lot of the southern boundary. It is only approximately 2 feet wide, and is crowed by vegetation and obstructed by car overhangs, but improves once one is on the paved sidewalk of the property. No signage is present. 

[image: image32.jpg]


[image: image33.jpg]



Photo # 32: Access obstructed 
Photo # 33: Path along Southern boundary.

Site # 22: Coral Stone Club 12C 340:

At this location two access paths have been provided, on the southern and northern boundaries. Both access paths are partially blocked by large trees. There is visible signage, indicating the access points. There is evidence of public use at these points.
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Photo # 34: Southern access


Photo # 35: Northern access 

Site # 23: Ritz Carlton Hotel 12C 11:

This development –seaside- was granted planning permission on 17 December 1997.  One of the conditions was that 18ft. of ROW to the sea be provided.  The applicant is providing 2 # 9ft. Rights-of-way, one on each of the side boundaries.
Site # 24: Westin Hotel 11D 45:

An access path is provided along the southern boundary of the property. The path is in need of general maintenance and is used as a storage area for staff bicycles, and for hotel equipment. Government erected signage is visible at the entrance, but a private property sign has been placed at the beach end of the beach access.
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Photo # 36: View from the main road.
Photo # 37: Private property sign 

Site # 25 Government House 11D 3:

This site is part of the Government House site. It consists of a 100 foot strip on the northern most portion of the property and is zoned as Public Open Space. There is no controlled entrance to the property nor is there organised parking. Vehicles park next to the beach.  The site lacks signage. 
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Photo # 38: Block 11D Parcel 3

Site # 26: The Pinnacle 11D 31

Two access points are provided at this site. The access point on the northern boundary is well maintained and paved for half of the distance and then becomes a grass trail. No signage has been provided. The access on the southern boundary is a clear paved path, but like the northern access point lacks signage. 
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Photo # 39: Southern Access


Photo # 40: Northern Access

Site # 27: Plantana 11D 34:

The beach access has paving stones, is well maintained, but is not signed. It presents ideal conditions for usage.
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Photo # 41: Clear access 

Site # 28: Great House 11D 21

No access point has been provided on this site as a hedge is presently blocking the entrance to the registered public pedestrian Right-of-Way on the northern boundary. Once on the property the ROW is grassed and adjoins the ROW on 11B 76. There is a CUC pole on the Eastern boundary and there is no sign.
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Photo # 42: Hedge blocking ROW

Photo # 43: View on the other side of the hedge 

Site # 29: The Avalon 11B 76:

There are two registered rights-of-way, but access is provided on the northern boundary only, contrary to the Land Register which indicates the registration of an additional 6 foot ROW on the southern boundary. The access point on the southern boundary is currently blocked (see #44 below). The access on the northern boundary is well maintained, provides a clear path has adequate signage, and is used frequently by residents (#45).
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Photo # 44 View from the road showing 

Photo # 45: Northern Access

Great House & Avalon's R.O.W blocked.
 

Site # 30: Holiday Inn 11B 15

Although still currently under construction the approved site plans indicate the provision for a 12 foot right-of-way on the southern boundary. The R.O.W has been registered, but is not signed as yet.
Site # 31 Cayman Shores Villas (The Beach Houses) 11B 17

The plans approved on 1 March 2000 provide for a 12 foot ROW on the southern boundary. The R.O.W has not been registered as yet. 

Site # 32: Crown Jewel 10E 54

The approved site plans provide for a 12 foot public Right-of-Way on the southern boundary.  This beach access is not yet registered although the site was subdivided.

Site # 33: 5D 12

This parcel is registered as a 17-ft. wide ROW in favour of the residents of Marsh Road. The beach access is generally well kept and a public access sign has been erected by PWD.
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Photo # 46 Clear path and indication of vehicular use

Site # 34: Christopher Columbus Club 5D 11

Approved in February 1978, the Authority did not require a six- (6) ft. pedestrian R.O.W at this site even though it has a frontage almost 300 feet. Planning files contain information concerning the two rights-of-way adjoining the north and south boundaries of this development. These R.O.W were deemed private at the time. 

Site # 35: Discovery Pointe 5D 19

A well-maintained and clearly signed beach access has been provided on the southern boundary. There is no evidence of frequent use.
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Photo # 47: Clear path to the beach

Site # 36: West Bay Cemetery 5C- 124

A six- (6) ft. pedestrian right-of-way exists along the north-western boundary. It is fenced on both sides, well maintained (directly or indirectly) and frequented often by residents and visitors alike. A sign identifying that it is an access to a swimming area exists. 
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Photo # 48: Clear path from the road

Conclusion-

In the study area there should have be 43 points where the members of the public can access the sea. However, excluding the three Crown properties, the three that were never registered / required, and the two recently approved projects, 35 sites should have had registered ROW to the sea. Of these three sites 22 (64.7 %) require “Beach Access” signs, and the remaining 12 (35.3%) have signs. Of the 34 beach accesses 15 (44 %) are considered to be in “poor” condition, 14 (41.2%) are “fair” and 5 (14.7%) are “good”. 

The greatest concentration of public access points is in the George Town district (The Ritz to “Old” Pageant Beach).  There are 21 in two miles or 1 for every 500 feet. In West Bay (Westin to West Bay Cemetery), there are 10, in 2.25miles or 1 for every 1168.32 feet.

In three locations, there are beach accesses on a common boundary that could be converted to emergency vehicular access points. 

During the survey, very little use was observed except for the access points at The Avalon (northern side), Tamarind Bay, and Turtle Beach. It is also obvious that most properties have tried to discourage public use of the accesses.
There are five (5) beach accesses that have not been registered as public rights-of-way.

A summary of each site that has/was to have a beach access is listed below. 

Table 1:
Summary of Beach Access on 7MB



Figure 1:
Condition of Beach Accesses on 7MB
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